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ARCHIE GOODWIN, EDITOR OF MARVEL'S 
EPIC COMICS LINE, DREADSTAR FANS. 
T'S BECOME SOMETHING OF A POL/cy 
THAT I APPEAR OVER AND OVER IN SOME 
RIDICULOUS AND DEGRADING COSTUME. 
ROG ...AS WILLOW. 


STAR AT HIS FINEST HOUR.. 

FACED OFF AGAINST THE LORD HIGH 
PAPAL ... MUSCLES RIPPLING BENEATH 
HIS SIMPLE COWLED COSTUME ... 
WIELDING HIS INDESTRUCTABLE SWORD. 
OF POWER WITH UNCHALLENGED FORCE... 
PRESSING THE VILLAIN OF VILLAINS 
BACK ... BACK... TO FINAL, INEVITABLE 
DEFEAT... / HEROIC... TRIUMPHANT ... 


Jo! 
WHAT'S WITH 
THAT BOZO 7! 
HASN'T HE 
EVEN LOOKED AT 
WHAT I'VE BEEN 
DOING OVER THE 
LAST SIX 
ISSUES 7/ 


NO, NO, 

JIM... YOU DON'T. 
UNDERSTAND. HE'S 
JUST A ARING 
MUCH CZ 


+2 TRIUMP! < 
TOTALLY FOR- 
GETFUL.../ 
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7 THE PACKING UP OF \ 
{ WHAT'S LEFT OF OUR 
| CAME IS NEARLY 
A FINISHED, VANTH. 


ee 


WE'LL BE ABLE 
OFF FROM PLOREXUS 
= WITHIN THE HOUR. 


I'LL CATCH UP WITH THE REST. 
BELIEVE YOU'RE PLAN- : { OF YOU LATER IN THE JUMP SHIP, 
NING ON STAYING HERE SYZYGY. 
TO FACE THE LORD 
PAPAL'S DE: 
SaUAy, [EVERYTHING WILL} 
BE ALL RIGHT. 


WE THOUGHT EVERYTHING 
WAS “ALL RIGHT" THIS MORNING, 
| WE NEVER EXPECTE? THE LORD 
PAPAL ANDO HIS ALLIES To FIND 
. US ON THIS OUT OF THE 
WAY PLANET, 


“YOU HAD TO FACE THE 
AWESOME POWER OF THE 


i CAUSE THE REST OF US, YOUR CREW, WERE OCCUPIED WITH SURVIVING THE DEVASTATING ATTACK 
=| OF THE LORD PAPAL'S MINIONS) WWFRA RED AND ULTRA VIOLE: 


“BECAUSE YOU FOUGHT ALONE, THE 
LORD PAPAL WAS ABLE TO SHATTER br 
YOUR MYSTIC. SWORP OF POWER. 


“THAT BREAKAGE ALLOWED ALL THOSE YEARS 
THE BLADE HAD SHIELDED YOU FROM; TO SUD- 
DENLY CLAIM THEIR DUE. 


REST OF US TO LIVE TO ND YOUR 
FINAL MOMENTS; PREADSTAR, 


“BUT THAT RESPITE DID 
GRANT ME THE TIME T 
NEEDED TO CONTACT 
THE BEING WHICH WAS 
THE POWER OF YOUR 


“THAT ENTITY TAUGHT 
peat \ Neen eacy 
YOUR AND HIS DYING BEW POWERS. 
LIFE FORCES INTO THE 

HEALTHY NEW AND 

UNIQUE L/FE FORM 

YOU NOW ARE. 


Eee 
£8 


BELIEVE ME, 
SYZYGY, MY 
DECISION TO STAY 
BEHIND I¢ NO 
CHILDISH WHIM. 


“OF COURSE, HE PRO- 
MISED THAT WITHIN 24+ 
HOURS A Selene Wi 


EVEN THOUGH THE POWER 
WITHIN ME HAS INSTRUCTED 
ME AS To WHAT ARE AND 
HOW TO USE MY NEW ABILI- 
TIES, I'VE YET To TEST 
THEM UNDER COMBAT 
CONDITIONS. 


BUT SURELY 
THERE MUST BE 
SETTER CIRCUM- 
STANCES THAN 
THESE To TEST 

YOURSELF IN. 


BUT HE PROMISE? (WERA RED AND 


I CAN'T THINK OF ANY. THE LORD ULTRA VIOLET THEY'D BE ON THAT 
TEAM. 3 


PAPAL WILL BE EXPECTING THE ONLY 
RESISTANCE HIS KILLERS WILL 
ENCOLINTER WILL BE THE (VJURED, 
AND DIBOIRITES CROUF, HE LAST 


IN FACT, I DouBT 
HE'LL RETURN HIMSELF. 
HE HAS Too MUCH TO 
CELEBRATE ABOUT. IT DOESN'T 


. MATTER. 


HE'LL PROBABLY \ 
ONLY SENP THE ‘8’ 
TEAM IN FOR J 
CLEAN UP, 


HIS CHURCH HAS 
SMASHEP THE 
MONARCHY ANP 
CONQUEREP THE 
GALAXY. - 


\ 


VHE'S PERSONALLY 
BESTED ME IN ONE 
ON ONE COMBAT. (| 


IT'S TIME 
HE WAS DEALT 
A LOSING IT'S TIME THE 
HAND. GALAXY FOUN? OUT 
THAT HE'S WOT 


INFALLIBLE. 


» CHURCH SPOKESMEN 
REPORT EARLIER TOPAY 


JUST LISTEN 

] To THIS NEWS 
REPORT SKEEVO'S 
PICKED UP. 4 


THE HIGH LORD PAPAL 
DEFEATED AND EXECUTED 
THE INFIPEL, VANTH 
PREADSTAR, IN A HAND 
TO HAND BATTLE. 


SEE WHAT I 
MEAN? I CAN'T \ 
ALLOW THAT. 
MEDIA BLITZ 
TO ON 


GO 
UNCHALLENGED, 


OFFICIALS CLAIM THAT IT'S 
ONLY A MATTER OF HOURS: 
BEFORE THE REMAINDER OF 
THE REBEL FORCES ARE 
APPREHENDED. 


ay THEN WE ALL THAT'S NO GOOD. NONE OF 
STAY, YOU ARE IN ANY SHAPE FOR 
A FIGHT. 


YOU'RE MISSING A 


--- BESIDES WE MUST SAFELY RELOCATE OUR EQUIPMENT, 
T MAY BE ABLE To, IF WHAT YOU SAY ABOUT THEIR 
EBEECIALE SIHE ANON IRE REACTION TIMES STILL BEING HUMAN 15 RIGHT, 


BUT EVEN You 
CAN'T HANDLE 
INFRA RED AND ff 
ULTRA VIOLET BY & 


YOURSELF, 


BUT JUST TO BE ON THE SAFE SIDE I'LL TAKE SOME 
BACKUP FROM YOL/. 


YES, NOW: LISTEN 
CLOSELY, THIS 1S MY 
PLAN. FIRST OFF... 


EVERYONE WHO!S COMING IS ON BOARD, 
VANTH, WE'LL BE TAKING OFF. 


SEE YOU TOMORROW AT THE 
RENDEZVOUS POINT, SYZ. 


) S0 THE wart | 
BEGIN: 


ee 


17 1S. AN INSTRUMENTALITY 
BATTLE SHIP, IT HAS ENOUGH 

FIRE POWER TO REDUCE VANTH 
AND THE VALLEY HE STANCS IN 
TO SMOLDERING SLAG. 


BUT PREADSTAR KNOWS: 


ON THE SHIP'S QUARTER DECK. 


SENSORS DETECT 
ONLY THE LONE TO BE DEAD BY 
UNARMED MALE HUMANOID Now.! 
IN THE IMMEDIATE 
AREA, CARDINAL 
ELSh 


HE REST OF HIS GROUP MUST HAVE MADE A RUN FOR 


IT; FIGURING HE WAS PONE FOR. 


STILL, I'LL FEEL SAFER 
WITH A DETACHMENT OF 
DEACONS BACKING US 
UP ON THIS ie 


GENERA 
ZEPLOCK. 


I DON'T LIKE THIS, VOLET: WHEN 
WE LEFT HERE BEFORE, PREADSTAR | MENTAL TE 
WAS ON DEATH'S DOOR. NOW LOOK _ |PEACONE BEGIY 


PLOREXUS, 


RED, I SUGGEST WE HOLD BACK AND 
SEE WHAT HAPPENS. WITHIN MOMENTS, VANTH FINDS HIMSELF SURROUNDED. 


7 BUT I GUESS THE LORD 
PAPAL REALLY DIO SHATTER 
HIS SWORP, OR HE'D HAVE 

PULLED IT OUT BY NOW. 


VANTH DREADSTAR, 

] Z, CARVINAL ELSIOR, A 
DULY APPOINTED REPRE- 
SENTATIVE OF THE CHURCH 

OF THE INSTRUMENTALITY, 

A CALL UPON YOU TO 
SURRENDER YOURSELF. 


NOT A CHANCE. 


DS 
ave 
>On 
que 
== 
s8o 
ow 
883 
S33 
age 


uw 
= | 
a 
z 
= 
9 
= 
&: 
g 
BS 


STEP ASIDE AND LET A 
REAL SOLDIER SHOW 


YOU HOW IT'S DONE! 


YOUR DEACONS DIDN'T 


MISS, GENERAL. 


DAMNATION / HE'S TOO POWERFUL FOR MY DEACONS TO BUT TILL NEED To TAKE TO THE AIR TO GET AN # 
HANDLE. TOO BAD. AS A PRISONER HE WOULD HAVE HAP UNOBETRUCTED, SHOT AT HIM. 
we GREAT PROPOGANDA VALUE. pow - ae 


BUT I CAN'T TAKE ANY. CHANCES WITH THIS ONE. A 
WELL PLACED Se BOLT SHOULP CHAR THE FlCH 
ANO LIFE OUT OF HIM. 


Mek ME IN THE 
FACE WiLL You! 


MEANWHILE, ATOP THE CHURCH'S — 
BATTLESHIP. 


O 


I'LL BREAK YOUR BACK: ALL NEED IS ONE | 
YOU BLOND WHELPS CLEAR SHOT! 


DREADSTAR'S PLAYING 
HAVOC WITH THOSE 
BLUNDERING 
PRIESTS ! 


SHOULD WE GO DOWN AND LEND A HAND? 


NO, LET 
DREADSTAR 
CLEAR THE 
FIELD. 


THEN YOU ANP I WILL 
DEAL OUT PROPER CHURCH 


JUSTICE TO THAT 
MURDEROUS INFIDEL. 


IAN EVEN I EXPECTED. 


WHAT 2! ye aoe HANS ne URN 

o¢ A DIRECT HIT WITH A MYSTI- 
Cat Bouri? 

5 E MUCH MORE POWERFUL 


I'VE POWER ‘ 


ENOUGH To 
EVEN OVER- 


BUT I AM A CARDINAL OF 
THE MYSTIC ORDER OF 
VIELTOOR, AND POWER 1S 
MY LIFE, 


BUT I JUST DON'T HAVE THE TIME 
TODAY. SO SLURS EAS GOING TO HAVE 
0... 


SORRY, GENERAL, 
I'D REALLY LOVE To 
IMMERSE MYSELF IN 
A ROYAL SLUGFEST, 
WITH YOu, 


CALL UPON MY STORED ENER- 
GIES AND PIRECY THEM INTO MY 


I qq 


iil I Tine 
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il 


fl 
il 


BUT WHATEVER SILLY TAG aoe 
REFER To. OE Oe By,. ee Ge TS TI 


| 


| NOT PLANNING ON QUITTING 
ALREADY, ARE YOU? * , 


“vue FIGURED YOU 
(tWo WOULD sHOW uP 
EVENTUALLY. 


YES, INFIPEL, THERE'S NO 
ESCAPING THE DIVINE RETRI- 
BUTION OF /NFRA RED AND 
ULTRA VIOLET. 


he) , CHICHANO WAS A BEAUTIFUL CITY 
bt, ~~] \ WITH FIFTEEN MILLION PEOPLE WITHIN): 
; S ITS BORDERS. 


THAT CITY... THOSE PEOPLE ARE NO MORE BECAUSE OF f FOR THAT CRIME 
THE ATOMIC DEVICE YOL/ DETONATED THERE. ; YOU SHALL PAY /. 


REP, SOMEDAY 


BUT I CAN SEE 
THAT YOU'RE Too BUSY 
BEING Z/PACTIC AND 
VENGEFUL TO LET A LIT- 
TLE THING LIKE THE 

AFFECT YOUR 

ACTIONS, $0... 


--e TILL LET SURPRISE AND 
AN ENERGY BOOSTEP RIGHT 
CROSS BE MY APVOCATES 

THIS DAY. 


/T WORKED! MY ONLY CHANCE TO 

TAG ONE OF THESE HUMAN LIGHT- NOW ALL I HAVE IS ULTRA 
BEAMS WAS TO SPRING MY FLIGHT VIOLET AND THE SHIP TO 
ABILITIES ON THEM BY SURPRISE. DEAL WITH Saray 


IF I CAN 
DISABLE THE 
SHIP'S PULSAR 

ENGINE... 


(T_WILL TAKE 
MORE THAN SOME 
OVERSIZED PEBBLE 

TO STOP ME, 

DREAPSTAR... 


WILL 


NoT WHILE I'VE THE POWER 
TO BRING THE MOUNTAINS THEM- 
SELVES DOWN ON YOU/ 


THAT WAS CLOSE,’ I BETTER WaTcH IT! SHE'S 
EXTREMELY POWERFU! 


VA aN 


a AND. ine NEAR AS POMPOUS 
AND STUPID AS INFRA RED. 


IT'S TIME TO USE 
HER OWN SPEED 
AGAINST HER. 


«+. AND WOULD. HAVE LOST HIM IF I HADN'T SPOTTED HIM 
IN MY PERIPHERAL VISION DUCKING IN THIS CREVICE. 


TAF 


NICE SHOOTING, WILLOW, OR 
SHOULD I SAY NICE TELE- 
-PATHIC BRAIN BLASTING # 


NICE CATCH, 


I WASN'T SURE 


ZAP ANYONE. 


WELL, YOU HANDED THE 
LORD PAPAL HIS FIRST 
DEFEAT IN A LONG TIME. 
HOW DOES IT FEEL? 


7 _\T SOUNDED LIKE 
SHE WAS BRINGING 
HALF THIS MOUNTAIN 
\ RANGE DOWN ON 
YOUR HEAD. 


7 SHE WAS CERTAINLY 

TRYING TO. ONLY YOU 

m AND MY NEW ABILITIES 
SAVED ME FROM A 
GOOD BLISTERING. 


BUT WHAT ARE WE GOING 
WITH VIOLET AND THE . 
REST OF HER GANG ? 


WE'LL LEAVE THEM WHERE 

THEY LIE AND BEAT IT 

OFF THIS PLANET IN THE 
JUMP SHIP. 


AREN'T THEY SUSTA__\ 
(LITTLE BIT TOO DANGER- 
 OUS TO LEAVE BEHIND 

COMPLETELY OPERA- 

| 7/ONAL , eerie! 
\ ENERA REP AND, 

ULTRA Viole 2 


WHAT WOULP YOU HAVE ME DO? KILL THEM WHILE NO, BUT Z MIGHT TRYA 
THEY LIE UNCONSCIOUS = LITTLE TELEPATHIC 
REARRANGING OF 
THEIR MEMORIES. 


THAT KIND OF MENTAL MANIPUILA- * THEY'LL BE SHOCKED To FIND I 
TION DOESN'T LAST VERY LONG. ~ DIDN'T MURDER THEM IN THEIR 
SLEEP, AND THEY'LL WONDER WAY, 


IT'S BETTER THAT OUR TWO. 

VENGEFUL. ILLUMINAIRES AWAKEN 

TO FIND THEMSELVES ALIVE AND 
_ UNTAMPERED WITH. 


NERS WILL GET THEM TO 
DOUBLE IN THE LORD gels STORY 
ABOUT CHleHANO'S DESTRUCTIO! 


THAT 1S, IF 
THEY DON'T KiLL You \ 
7 certainty 66, ) -  oiins Now ONE OF J 
1 CERTAINLY Ge, | - T 
\USEFUL ALLIES) > THE BAD GUYS. 
\ TO HAVE: : 


ANYTHING WORTHWHILE 
IN LIFE INVOLVES SOME 
TYPE OF RISK. 


SINCE THE SWORD AND I HAVE 
BECOME OWE I'VE COME To REALIZE 
CERTAIN THINGS THAT I WAS 
PREVIOUSLY. OBLIVIOLIS To. 


«+. MUCH MORE 
AWARE OF THEM 


I HAD AN ULTERIOR 
WELL, I'LL GO WARM MOTIVE TODAY WHEN Zz 
UP THE JUMP SHIP, CHOSE YOU TO HELP ME 

WITH THIS BATTLE. 


WILLOW, 


I WANTED 
TO TALK TO 
YOU ALONE. 


INOW SEE THAT EVEN IN ITS DORMANT 
STATE: THE SWORD. HAS ALWAYS. BEEN 
SENSITVE TO EMOTIONAL ENERGIES... 


THE SWORD... THE 
POWER KNEW. SO, 
NOW ZI KNOW. 


You MUST REALIZE T'VE BEEN I'VE OUTLIVED THE IDEA OF LOVING ANYONE 
IN SOME STRANGE PLACES NEARLY EVERYONE EVER AGAIN SCARES ME. 
AND WAYS IN MY LIFETIME, I'VE EVER KNOWN DON'T KNOW IF I'M CAPABLE 
OR CARED FOR OF IT ANYMORE. 
ALONG THE WAY. 


BUT... BUT NOT IN THAT WAY. 


HELL, I’M NOT SURE I'M WHAT I'M TRYING 
EVEN HUMAN ANY LONGER. TO SAY 15 THAT I 
00 CARE FOR YOu, 

WILLOW, 


Ne 


I'LL GO WARM UP THE SHIP. I'M SORRY, WILLOW. 
WE'VE A RENEE VOU? TO 
M a 


TIME PASSES. SPACE MELTS AWAY. THE PLACE: 
THE HOLY RECTORY OF THE LORP PAPAL ON 
THE PLANET ALTARIX. THE TIME: TWELVE 

HOURS LATER. 


VERY WELL, GENERAL. 

YOU MAY ALL GO NOW 

EXCEPT FOR MEZLO 
ANP MONALO. 


THE GALAXY. 


I DON'T CARE WHAT YOU SAY TO THE MEDIA, GROWTH, 


YoU ARE MY 
MINISTER OF 
PROPOGANDA. THE 
PRESS 1S YOUR 

CONCERN. _ 


MONALO, THAT " 
HUNT TEAM YOU 

\ PROPOSED. / 

FORM IT. & 


N YOU PRESENTED To M 
ON 


NOTHING I$ TO GET A HIGHER PRIORITY THAN THE 
ELIMINATION OF DREADSTAR AN? COMPANY. 


SHOKEZ IS VERRANO'S THAT'S WHERE YOU FIND THE BARS THE MERCHANT 


LIKE ALL SPACE PORTS 
CHIEF SPACE PORT. TE fet 78 CEEDY ce, | SPACERS HANG OUT IN. 


TION OF TOW! 


I UNDERSTAND YOU'VE GOT SOME- FOR A THOUSAND CREDITS IT BETTER 
THING FOR ME. BE ENTERTAINING. 


ogee 

i ul 

CREDITS. AIRES DEATH CAMPS 
“AMUSING. 


THIS TAPE SHOWS 
THE EXECUTION OF 
EIGHT MILLION 
TITANIUMS, 


IT EVEN SHOWS THE 
LORP PAPAL TAKING A 
PERSONAL HAND IN 
THEIR DEATHS. 


RR | Paez 
REVENGE 


Dear Jim and Archie, 

On careful examination and 
discussion of Dreadstar # 13, we 
have come upon some loose 
threads in the fabric of reality. 
We've got a few questions, and 
we'd really appreciate any an- 
swer you could give us. 

This all has to do with the mys- 
tic image Syzygy has been pro- 
jecting up until and including 
the present. The way we figure 
it, there are three factors in- 
volved in Syzygy’s outward 
appearance: Syzygy’s belief in 
himself (i.e. that he’s alive and 
whole), the belief that you have 
in the image he projects, and 
Syzgy’s mystic powers which 
“also disguise just how bad his 
condition is.” So far so good. 

Now, we all know that Syzygy 
usually projects his pointed ear 
on his left side. Why pray tell, 
does he pick this issue to start 
projecting it on the right side 


every once in a while? (p.5, pan- _ 


els, 3, 7; p. 7, panels 2, 3,5; and 
p. 19, panels 2,3, 9) 

We also know Syzygy isn’t 
Dracula. Syzygy does have a re- 
flection (in pond pp. 21-23) and 
that reflection is also a projec- 
tion of himself, whole. Why, 
then, does he make the mistake 
of projecting one image (with 
the ear on the right, all of p. 21; 
p. 23, panel 1), which Vanth sees 
when looking directly at him, 
and another image (of ear on the 
left p. 22 panels 2, 5, 6) which 
Vanth sees when looking at his 
image in the pond? 

When Dreadstar sees these 
conflicting images he begins to 
doubt Syzygy’s appearance and 
sees Syzygy as he really is (P. 22, 


pages 5,6,7,8). Of course, Vanth © 


is looking in the pond when the 
truth dawns on him, which 
makes us ask: Would he have 
seen the same thing if he’d been 
looking directly at Syzygy? Ob- 
viously, Syzygy isn’t changing 
the image he’s projecting, other- 
wise Doc Delphi would be freak- 
ing out, too. It’s just that Dread- 


star's disbelief is changing the 
image he is receiving. 

When Dreadstar refuses to 
accept (p.22, panel 9) what his 
eyes are telling him, Syzygy’s 


normal appearance returns (p. ” 


23, panel 1). Another thing we'd 
like to know, then, is whether 
this is for our benefit or if this is 
how Dreadstar sees him. How 
will Dreadstar see him from now 
on? And how does Oedi see 
him? 

_ Oh, and by the way, how is it 
that in panel 2, page 22, Syzygy 
drops the Maxilon doll only for it 
to reappear in his hand seconds 
later (p. 23, panel 1)? 

Okay, so much for serious 
questions. What is the real story 
behind the story? 

It all began on that Dank, 
Dreary Day when | walked into 
my favorite comic store to pur- 
chase an issue of Dreadstar # 13. 
What hit me first was not the fan- 
tastic cover, nor the great story 
but it was the dreaded number 
13. Immediately | sensed some- 
thing was amiss. After a few 
pages of reading, it happened. | 
noticed that Syzygy’s ears were 
changing sides, left, right, left, 
right! It couldn't be, it just 
couldn’t. Rubbing my eyes, | 
went back to the first page, the 
title page entitled none other 
than “Bad Dreams.” Yet | had 
slept well the night before. 

So we discussed it. Why were 
we seeing Syzygy’s ear bounce 
back and forth? Nightmares? Su- 
perstition? We consulted our lo- 
cal otologist (look it up!), Mr. 
Spock. After muttering “and 
they called mea half-breed”, Mr. 
Spock could find no logical ex- 
planation for the strange be- 
havior of Syzygy's auditory appa- 
ratus and suggested we consult 
you gentlemen..So how about 
some answers? Is Syzygy losing 
his touch or what? 


Niki Rosman 
Mike Keegan 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada 


Niki, Mike, we're wise to your 
pal Spock. He’s just jealous not 
to be the first pointy-eared 
character whose story goes on 
long after he should be consid- 
ered dead. (Gee, maybe Vanth 
ought to get his ears done, too. 
Or maybe Rainbow and Oedi 
had better start watching their 
steps.) 

However, to answer your 
questions (sort of), yes, Syzygy is 
losing his touch. Or, at least he is 
operating under some entirely 
understandable limitations, 
when you consider what his con- 
dition is. If you'll check previous 
issues carefully, you'll learn that 
his earpiece has been flip-flop- 
ping from side to side for some 
time now. Vanth's own un- 
tutored affinity for magic was 
what enabled him, briefly, to 
pierce the illusion, and we got to 
see what Vanth saw at that time. 


Dear People, 
I'm all for Lord High Papal and 
Company. 
| prefer Vanth’s old costume. 
David Frank 
Ramulus, MI 


Hey, Starlin, looks like we got 
us an Instrumentality sym- 
pathizer here. You want we 
should lean on him a little? Or 
howsabout we just tell ol’ Tuetun 
that David here is a friend of 
Oedi's? 


Dear Jim and Archie: 

It wasn’t your fault! I'll bet 
someone in layout got barked at 
for the sequency screw-up 
showing Syzygy’s defeat, 
though. 

Aside from technical diffi- 
culties, # 14 was a pretty darn 
good comic. Since we are proba- 
bly about to delve into the 
nature of Vanth’s sword, and my 
own theories will be worthless 
shortly, I’d like to jump onto a 
different issue: the sorcerer 
Darklock. 

If | remember my history 


right, Syzygy began as a pretty 
\powerful wizard, capable of 
summoning demons the High 
Lord Papal wouldn’t dream of 
with Cardinals in attendance. He 
then absorbed enough energy 
to burn off a large portion of his 
body, making him powerful 
enough to easily kill the top dog 
of the Dread Veil Plane, Taurus 
Killgaren. Now, Taurus Killgaren 
was more powerful than the Pa- 
. pal and all of his Cardinals put 
together; this puts Syz in the 
major league. Then, after this, 
he makes a sacrifice to Slytis 
who gives him even more celes- 
tial energy. Hoo boy! 
Now, | realize the Gods 
granted the Papal’s wish for 
ower, but surely Syzygy can 
old his own against Infrared 
and Ultraviolet! Couldn't he 
teleport them away? Summon 
otherwordly demons to help? 
Create some confusing illu- 
sions? These are two beings with 
no sorcerous understanding 
whatsoever, and should have 
been putty in Syzygy’s hands. As 
a matter of fact, Syzygy has been 
fairly impotent for a long time. 
Did he gain all that power and go 
through all that hell for nothing? 
_A couple of other points. To 
Willow: lady, the time for deb- 
ate is not during pitched battle 
with deadly foes. You should 
have. mind-blasted the girl and 
saved discussion for later. To 
Vanth: dammit, man, you had 
your chance. When Papal was 
concentrating on destroying the 
sword, you should have made it 
disappear—perhaps throwing 
the villain off balance enough to 
strike a crucial blow, ~ 


Jim, if you ever, ever, ever, 


EVER do a Batman ending again 


(villain leaves the deafeated’ en-. 


emy alone, smug in his con- 
fidence), | will not take your bat- 
tles seriously ever again. The 
Papal is not this stupid. It de- 
tracted greatly from the book. 

In closing, | have one final 
question: did the Lord Papal for- 


get about Maxilon, or what? 
William J. Murray 
Austin, TX 


No, William, he didn’t forget. 
It's just that he and his forces 
decided some time ago that Max 
is no fighter, so without Dread- 
star and his forces behind him, 
he presented no immediate 
threat. As for Syzygy’s “impo- 
tence”, well, that probably has a 
great deal to do with his con- 
dition impairing full use of his 


' powers. (Say! Would you believe 


that the page wasn’t really 
printed upside-down, in issue 
#14? It only appeared to be up- 
side-down because Syzygy was 
casting an illusion, and...No? 
Oh, well, we though it was worth 
a try.) 


Dear Jim and Archie, 

Concerning Dreadstar #14: 
Quite franky guys, | hated it 
(well, | did love the art)! My rea- 
son is quite simple. You left us 
with absolutely no hope for the 
future. Vanth is dying, the rebels 
have lost their biggest battle, 
Lord Papal’s running wild, In- 
frared and Ultraviolet continue 
to be suckered, and even your 
coming attractions panel is all 
gloom and doom. Face it, what 
the proverbial hell do we have to 
look forward to? “The Life and 
Times of Lord Papal”? “So be 
here with us in six weeks for’The 
Power’”. Why? 

I'd threaten to stop reading 
Dreadstar but if #15 is like #14, 
| won't have to. You'll have 
Euaned Syzygy and the rest by 
then 


Vanth better not be dead! 
Mark Carter 
Welland, Ontario, Canada 


Happier now, Mark? When 
you're the scourge of the Em- 
pirical Galaxy, as you can see, 
death is not necessarily the last 
word. 


| Dear Jim and Archie, 


I've just finished reading 
Dreadstar #14. There is only one 
word that describes “Resolu- 
tion”. Incredible. Never have | 
suspected that the sword would 
(or could) be destroyed. | knew 
that without it, Vanth would die 
of old age. No one human can. 
live forever. 

I've been reading Meta- 
morphosis Odyssey from the be- 
ginning, from the destruction of 
the Milky Way, to the origin of 
Syzygy, and to the supposed 
death of Vanth Dreadstar. | have 
conceived that Metamorphosis 
Odyssey is the greatest Inter- 
stellar saga ever written and 
drawn. | wouldn't be surprised if 
Dreadstar was the best selling 
novel on the stands. 

| have some questions about 
the Metamorphosis Odyssey. 1) 
Will we ever see Whis’par, Za 
and Juliet? 2) Will we ever see 
some of the faces that appeared 
in Syzygy’s vision of the future as 
chronicled in The Price? 3) Will 
the mystery of catorlite be re- 
solved? 4) Will the Metamor- 
phosis Odyssey ever come to 
an end? : 

Anyway, you can be sure that I 
will keep reading Dreadstar till it 

-ends (if it ever ends) and I’m anx- 
ious to see what happens in the 
future of Dreadstar and compa- 
ny. Keep up the good work. 

Tom Fitzpatrick 
Winnipeg, Mon., Canada 


Thanks for the vote of con- 
fidence, Tom. In answer to your 
“questions: 

1. Yes. 

2. Yes. 

3. Yes. 

4. Not until the entire sto- 
ry’s told... which won't be for the 
foreseeable future. 
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